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INTERVIEW


PU9maker: Hey shNz, first of all it's a privilege for me to have a talk with you but enough attaboys !  Lets get to the business. Who is the guy I am currently talking with ?

shNz: Hey man, my name is Nicola, 19 years old. I am to-be-a-student this fall (hopefully) and I'm going to specialise a major in filmmaking. Currently I'm waiting for the results from the exam I took a few days back. Other than that, I like playing KZ(as you already know), reading books, watching movies, drawing and I constantly work out because I like keeping myself in shape, both physically and mentally. 

PU9maker: Thats really awesome I have to say. Not many people I know read books. So you are one of the guys who like to educate themselves I guess. And in terms of workout, you have my admiration. I myself go to the gym and its a really great feeling when your muscles are pumped up hah ? 

shNz: I believe that education is a very important thing to a young man. Nowadays, the world is filled with ambitious young men, just like myself, and you know, I have to compete on every level in order to be successful in the future. Books open your imagination in a really wonderful way. I like to constantly keep improving myself, like I said both physically and mentally. We have to use our youth for that before we regret it 20 years later, right? As for the workouts, it's a great feeling indeed!

PU9maker: Couldn't agree more. Ufortunatelly not many youngsters realize that. It seems that your priorities are in the right order. You are one of the very few persons whom I dare to ask kind of controversial question because I know you have an open mind and I can expect objective answer.
If a person doesn't have a sense of achievement in their real life it's easy to lose themselves in a virtual world where they can get a false sense of accomplishment. Have you ever thought IN THE PAST it actually might be your case and thats why you started to read books and such ? Or did you always know you've got it under control ?

shNz: As I grew up my view of life has changed. I easily differ reality from fiction, and KZ is just a hobby of mine, something I like doing. I never felt a sense of achieving something because I'm a recordholder. No, in fact, it's just the opposite. I always felt weak in KZ and I was striving to become better and better. KZ is a game of cat and mouse, and I have to be in shape all the time. I've set my life goals and with each day I'm getting closer to realizing them. As for my interest for books, which came a little later after my moment of clarity, I think it was in the 10th grade and it was due to a severe depression, in which I had been stucked for some time. In books I saw similiar characters to myself, facing similar problems, and I guess you can say that books really did change my perspective. Books made me wiser and I'm really thankful for having had read them because they are part of me now.

PU9maker: Yes, I also find myself in books. It is unbelievable how close some characters can be to you. From your words its seemingly pointless to ask if you care about how successful you wanna be.
At the end of man's life, people usually regret things they didn't do more than things they did. What are TOP 3 things you wanna do during your life ?

shNz: I don't think success has boundaries. It's very individual and I strive to be the best I can. As for what I want to achive - first of all, and maybe most important to me, I want to create a feature film, etirely directed and scripted by myself (and some close friends possibly), the second thing would be to achieve complete individuality and indipendence. I'd like to live completely on my own and without having to deal with the struggles everyday people have to deal with. I want to have my own place, my own car and a great career. I would like to have the opportunity to help my parents with whatever I can, because I love them very much, and I am what I am today because of them. I owe them a lot, and having the chance to give something back would be incredibly powerful to me. And the third thing would be to build a family with the love of my life (which will probably never happen).

PU9maker: It was kinda tricky question from my side. And you passed again. Many people would say money, hollow fame and wouldnt even think of people, who gave you life - parents. And about your love, there is always a chance. Just have a little faith. However I enjoy this kind of conversation incredibly much, we have to move to the main subject - KZ. And let's move to your territory - bhop. What is it exactly that attracts you about this technique unlike from climbing ? Is it the speed or something else ?

shNz: When I first started playing KZ one of the very first maps I played was dustbhop. I immediately fell in love with it, as I watched some legendary demos of big stars back then. I was totally fascinated by the speed and graceful movements. Right then I knew I wanted to bhop and become a record holder. Bhop is something really amazing, and while you're playing you feel like the paintor before his greatest work. The canvas is all yours. The other reason I started playing bhop and speed climb maps is because they're much more easier to learn. There's nothing to confuse you. You just have to bhop as fast as you can, whilst other, longer maps require much more time and dedication. I'm a bit of a perfectionist and I want everything to be sublime about my run. For me there is no room for errors and that's what prevents me from recording long (5+mins) maps. As for aesthetics, I prefer long climb maps rather than any bhop map. However, I do not record them because like I said above I want everything to be perfect about my run which makes it very difficult for me.

PU9maker: Interesting ! Most of your runs are close to perfection or atleast appear to be and the main reasons for that are 100% accurate stand ups and strafes. Is there anything what helps you hit the exact time on stand ups ? Or you are just following your instincts ?

shNz: Hehe, I wouldn't say my runs are close to perfection man, in fact, most of them even have mistakes and fails. As for bhop it all comes down to the sense of speed. The perfect bhop is a combination of stand-up and non-standup bhops, and all you have to do is knowing when to use what. When you understand the physics of the game everything becomes way easier.

PU9maker: For how long do you see yourself as recorder ? Undoubtedly there will be a time when you will quit. And is there anything you want to achieve before you quit ? Like bkz_goldbhop in 01:25-6 , or 50 demos in one release ? A final good bye.

shNz: I haven't been thinking about retirement because I still play with pleasure and I don't find it difficult to fit it in my schedule. However, sooner or later everybody stops playing, I guess that will happen to me aswell. The day I stop feeling even the slightest pleasure of the game is the day in which I'll stop. When I first started playing everything was so difficult for me and I would've never dreamed that I'll be a recordholder one day. Perhaps the only thing I'd like to achive before I retire is to become No1. As for goldbhop, I don't think I'll ever record that map again.

PU9maker: Practise makes us masters, right ?  We are heading to the finish line. You are an extraordinary person and this experience was more than just an interview to me. Thank you. Ready for some short questions ?

shNz: It was my pleasure man. Shoot! 

PU9maker: Best oldschooler and current recorder ?

shNz: Tough one. Best oldschooler would be Sweden zhady, and the current best recorder is Sweden LEWLY, without a doubt.

PU9maker: Who would you like to come back and record even only one demo ?

shNz: Russia Cordyline.

PU9maker: A person who inspirates you ?

shNz: Quentin Tarantino.

PU9maker Would you go to space if you had that opportunity ?

shNz I'd trade my whole life for 1 hour in space, lol. 

PU9maker Favorite TV series ?

shNz House M.D., Nip/Tuck

PU9maker Favorite book ?

shNz The count of Monte Cristo

PU9maker In the first answer you mentioned drawing - Could you share one of your paintings ?

shNz here you go, this one is the latest one I made


PU9maker Can you actually cook ?

shNz More or less, yea.

PU9maker Hahah thank you very much. Interviewing you was an amazing adventure. If you would like to say something, here is your chance.

shNz First of all I'd like to thank you for these wonderful questions! I would also like to thank to all my friends here, in the KZ scene, and especially Bulgaria aftermatch! It's a pleasure knowing you guys, keep playing and having fun, because that's what this game is about!


Equipment :


Mouse : At the moment a broken G5

Sensitivity : 1.5 ingame, 6 windows.

MousePad : Steelseries NP+

Keyboard : A4TECH x7 G700

Monitor : Samsung SyncMaster 2233rz
